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The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 extended the Paycheck Protection 
Program for both new and existing borrowers.  In this whitepaper we will briefly 
cover first and second draw loans, recent guidance that expands loan eligibility 
and approaching deadlines that you need to know.

First Draw Loans
The Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 provided for access to a new round of PPP loans, regardless 
of whether or not you received a loan in the first round.  

First-time borrowers must have 500 or fewer employees, or meet the SBA industry size standard if 
more than 500, or if in the accommodations and food services industry, have less than 500 per physical 
location.  Borrowers can apply for a PPP loan under slightly revised terms as compared to the first round 
of PPP loans.

Second Draw Loans
Borrowers who received a PPP loan in the first round can apply for another loan under the Second Draw 
Program.  Loan amounts are based on the same calculation as before, which is 2.5X qualified monthly 
payroll, but the loan size is limited to $2 million.  

There are new restrictions to qualify for a second draw loan.  Borrowers must have 300 or fewer 
employees and have experienced a decline in gross receipts of 25% or more during any quarter in 2020 
as compared to the same quarter in 2019.  If the borrower received a PPP loan in the first round, they 
must have used, or will use, the full amount of that first PPP loan.

Businesses in the accommodations and food services industry may base the total loan amount on 3.5X 
the prior year’s average or the trailing twelve-month average monthly payroll.  Those businesses must 
have 300 or fewer employees per physical location.
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Recent Guidance
On February 22, the SBA announced four additional changes to open the PPP to more underserved 
small businesses than ever before. The SBA will:

• Allow sole proprietors, independent contractors, and self-employed individuals to receive more 
financial support by revising the PPP’s funding formula for these categories of applicants.

• Eliminate an exclusionary restriction on PPP access for small business owners with prior non-
fraud felony convictions, consistent with a bipartisan congressional proposal.

• Eliminate PPP access restrictions on small business owners who have struggled to make student 
loan payments by eliminating student loan debt delinquency as a disqualifier to participating in 
the PPP.

• Ensure access for non-citizen small business owners who are lawful U.S. residents by clarifying 
that they may use their Individual Taxpayer Identification Number to apply for the PPP.

Deadlines
On February 24, the SBA established a 14-day, exclusive PPP loan application period for businesses 
and nonprofits with fewer than 20 employees. The purpose was to provide lenders and community 
partners more time to work with the smallest businesses to submit their applications, while also 
ensuring that larger PPP-eligible businesses will have plenty of time to apply for and receive support 
before the program deadline.  The 14-day exclusive period runs from February 24 to March 10, 
at which time all eligible businesses can apply for a loan until either March 31, 2021, or program 
funding has been exhausted.  

If you have fewer than 20 employees, we encourage you to apply prior to March 10, and for larger 
organizations, we encourage you to prepare your application now and submit when ready after 
March 10.   
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Final Thoughts

If you need any assistance with your PPP loan application or 

have any questions, please contact our office.
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About Pugh CPAs
We got our start in Knoxville, Tennessee in 1969 and have grown into a regional firm with global 
connections. We’ve been in business a LONG time and that means we’ve worked with a diverse group 
of industries and clients. Of course, we do tax planning, compliance, auditing, and accounting but our 
passion is collaborating with our clients to ensure that your business and financial goals are met. It’s 
critical for your business advisors to understand how your business operates within your industry—we 
get that! Our longevity is connected to the relationships we build with our clients and that’s how we build 
trust. You can be confident that Pugh CPAs has the knowledge, skills and abilities to help you achieve your 
goals. Brilliant people with servant hearts work here.

Pugh CPAs
315 N Cedar Bluff Rd
Suite 200
Knoxville, TN 37923-4548

(865) 769-0660

info@pughcpas.com

www.pughcpas.com


